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This is the secondand bnalinstallmentin the
series.

Part V:
W aiting, W aiting, W aiting
January, 2004

Dbb seach is a marathonduringwhich halfthe
time you run and the other half you wait.
Maybe you wait more than you run. But be-
lieve me you burn more calorieswaitingthan
you do while running.| admit that this is
againsiall the scientibcafl proven facts,asthe
job marlket itself is againstall the rational ex-
pectations.So now | am againin the waiting
phaseWaiting for a campusinterview, a Ry-
backthey callit; waitingfor someschoolto be
interestedenoughto pay my Rightbackso that
| can corvince them how enthusiasticl am
aboutworking with them,andwhat a wonder-
ful colleaguethey will Pndin me. This is the
sweet point;if they callyou, you are still in the
game- althoughvictory is not guaranteedif
they do not,you are out.

It is difbcultto digestthe fact that all your
hardworking years,all nightsand days spentin
the ofpbce all the dreamsand hopesyou hae
had will just go down the drain if you do not

have that invitation.lIt is just blackor white, up
or down,yesor no. It is very easyvery quick,
but painful. Wait for a few weeks after the
deadlineof the applications;if they like you,
you will get the call, otherwise if you are
among the eighty or so less-liled, unlucky
souls,you get a letter sging how much im-
pressedthey were with your applicationputE

and the est you know!

Now the clock started ticking for me, | check
my mailboa aboutb\e timeseveryday to seeif
I have one of those exciting,elaborate heatt-
felt letters. Not much yet. Neither invitations,
nor rejections.No news. Nobody cares for
me! My agpplicationsmy dear gpplicationpack
agesthat | had compiledwith all that painare
just like stonesthrown to the void, they male
no echa It would be fair to sg in this case
that no news is better than bad news, | know.
But you get into identity problemswhen the
impactof your gpplicationis not impressieE
I once more discorered the fact that your
packagas your identity, so it hurts if they do
not care about it. You just start looking at
yourselfwith the eyesof the recruitersreading
your applicationE and what do you see?
Nothing interesting nothingthat could male a
difference nothing that gives the desie to



meet andwork with. This one to the garbage
next please!

Sowhat hgpopensif they do not callme?l will

get those letters sooner or later. Usualy they
at leastsay OsoryO. So| trust that | will have
my letters. But still, waiting is a pain.| came
backto the point where | had started from,
peopleaskme:OAy news?OFEYes! The famous
questionagainE If they asled me what would
be the two wordsto describethe job market

experience | would s this one: OAy
news?OEAnyway, now | am immune to this
guestionso let me not divert from the point. |

ambackto squae one becausehe ansver to

this questionis still NO. | hate disgpointing
people | hateto grow uselesdopes] wantto

getmy letters anddeclae to the whole world:

OThe nes is that thg do not want me!O

Well, it is true that | am beingsarcastichere.

Who on earth would be hgppy to be rejected
by anyone?Somepeopletell me that | am not

normal, but no, not that far My evolutionary

instincts tell me that | need socialization,|

need approval, so | should prefer to be ac

cepted;hencel do soE All right, confession
time:1 will not be happy if | getthoserejection
letters! E Butit is still true that | wantto get
some news. Having saidthat, there is yet a sk

lent, sty feelinginsideme: |1 am also afraid of

gettinganinvitation.l would certainly prefer to

getgood news,but the coin hastwo sidesThe

Rip side is that, when you hae an invitation,
the task becomesmore difpcultYou start the

running phaseagainjt meansmore work and
still more risk of feelinglike a fool in front of

people But that is not all...In factthat is not it.

The most embarassingfeelingis the fear of

being successfuland getting an offer at the

end! | know this is getting more and more

confusing.But deep inside me, | feel that |

would not be hgopy at some of the schoolsl

have applied for. So what hgppensif they like

me?(The idea soundsso far and impossible;
can it be true for at least one school?Oh

wellE) what hgppensif they offer me a job?
Will | hase the courageto sg no andstay in

the streets insteadof getting the offer? | do

not want to ansver this questionnow, | don©®
dareE

Theseare just thoughtsthat | entertain myself
with while waiting for some fresh news, be-
sidesdoing my daily exercise of checkingmy
mailbx regulatyE And life goes on, on the
sideEThere is a thesisto write; a paper to
start, develop and PnishThere is the laundy
to be done dishesto be washed friends to
write letters to; life is RBowing besideane, and|
amstuckwith this job market log,whichis not
letting me Row with the waters.l am waiting,
and waiting only. I am waiting one hundred
percent.The only consolationis that it will not
last too long, there will be an end to this
stand-ly mode and | will start washingthe
dishes againE

Still alive but waiting,eagerto get news yet
scaed and confusedyour clumsyjob hunter,
gpproaching to the end,

Evrim Didem Gunes

Part VI:
Good Things About Not Having
a Job-| F ebruary, 2004

Today | camein to my ofPce and did not feel
like working.As usualSol satdown in front of
my computer and started thinking about my
diary. | felt the time hascome for an update
passingto a new phase leaving behind the
waiting stage This is supposedto be an un
happy phase given the amount of calls| had
(again?!-Otthis is getting boring isnOit?)E |
guessthe problem is that they must hase
called me when | was not in my ofbce and
those nerds probaby did not even think of
leavinga messageOk ok, | must stop lyingand
admit the facts:After all, | did not get ary
(ANY!) calls (I don©count the homemade
interviews, which | will come backto later)E
Despite all this mise, | just do not feel like
cryingfor the situationsincethe weatheris so
nice andthe sunis shiningso bright for a win-
ter day. Hence | decidedto write on Othepod
thingsaboutnot havinga jobOnsteadof think-
ing about the perils of it and drowning myself
into a lale of tears.



First things brst, the greatestthing about not
havingan interview is that you do not hae to
prepae for a job talk. People who hase expe
riencedit would know how it feels,a job talk
IS not a seminaronly; but it is more a one-
person-shav. You hae to prepae for it to
deathThe standad isto rehearseb\e to seven
timeswith different audienced here are myths
about how the previousjob-marlet-starspre-
pared for their job talks;like rehearsingt least
ten times,or havinga slideon the sidefor each
andevery other questionthat might be asled.
You hae to hae a good ansver for all ques
tions; otherwise you are dead.And you need
to haswe strong nerves to be able to stand
straightandsmilewhenyou get commentslike
Owell, your modelE | just didn©like it!O So
you are saved from this involuntary show bust
nessyou can elax nav!

Secondgreat thing is that you do not hare to

spendtons of money on a suit that you would
wear once a year and feel ridiculous anyway.
You can continue living hgppily in your jeans
(And better take good care of them:you will
not be ableto geta new pair for longtimeE

at leastuntil you bnd a job). | feel proud of
having had a good vision and not buyingthe
secondsuit,andalsonot beingso conventional
with the Pbrst one. Oh my god, canit be the
reasonwhy nobody had called me?Well, no,
why shouldthey not have liked my funkysuit;it

had a nice cut, and pink is fashionablethis
yearE Anyway, maybe next time | will go for

the purple one!

Third, you save yourself from a couple thou-
sandsof extra calorieswhich would be inevi-
tableat dinnersduringthe campusvisits.Imag
ine the sceneYou are having dinner with one
of the big shotsfrom the beldandhe hasyour
paper as the gppetizer and you as the main
dishon his plate You just cannotthink of stick
ing to your diet when you know that you will
be fried and roastedin a minute, so you in-
dulgeyourselfwith the big steakandthe des
sert. Worse than that, this repeatsevery other
night. That much is enoughof a nightmae |
guessNow | do not hase a job but at least|
can bt into ny trousers!

Furthermore, if you do not hae an interview
you do not have to wait for the bnaldecision.
This is the reward of passinghrough a really
tough waiting period and not gettingarything.
You hase done it once andit will not hgppen
againnever ever againwill you have to wait for
a bunchof ivory tower residentsto take a life
anddeathdecisionaboutyou! Ok, take a deep
breath and count until ten, everything will be
all rightE | am sure one day you will be able
to standin line in the supermarlkt without

crying.

| realizel am comingto the end of the letter
and | did not even start yet telling the great
thingsaboutnot havinga job, | wasjust warm-
ing up with the Owhat gainedby not havingan
interview?Cpart. Maybe | shouldleare the rest
for next time. Until then | will look out to the
sky and enjoy the sun,and light a candleeve-
ryday to thank god for the relief he provided
by not sending an inteiew to me.

Your jobless job hunter, started seeingthe
light,

Evrim Didem Gunes

Part VII:
Good Things About Not Having
a Job-ll Ma rch, 2004

Do you alsosometimeshare a feelingof your
soul getting off the ground and RByingwith an
incredible lightnessThis is one of those days
that | wake up with that feelingl realizedwhile
lookingout of the window, still lyingin my bed,
that | wasfree asa bird. It took me a while to
understandthat | was not in a dream;then |
got out of my bed halfdizzyand smilingl was
Pnal free, | wasnot holdingan opportunity in
my handthat | feel would be stupidto miss.|
was given a break from the rat race;now |
would hae time to take a deep breath and
think.Think about who | am and what are my
priorities;think aboutwhere | will gop andwhat
I will do next. Think about the problems of
humankind, like how we caneducatemen to
be civilizedand stop spoilingthe eathEho w
we canteachthe guysto listenE listento the
women and listen to their heatsE And is it



money or love that mattersthe most?!Now |
have the chanceof trying new thingsin life,
looking for new horizons And guessall of this
is thanksto what?Here it comesThankGod |
don©have a job!

One greatthingaboutnot havingajob, for me,
is that it will clear my conscienceAll right,
conkssionhere: | lied. | lied about my future
plansin my statementof interests,when| was
preparingmy applicationpackaged.hadsaidat
that time (oh my god, it feelsso far, wasit No-
vember?!)that the only thing | wantedto do
on earth wasto continue doingreseach in the
samearea.Big Lie! | actualy want to write a
book, travel around the world, read as mary
booksandlearnasmary dancesasl| can,Jearn
to male good brownies, learn to drink
whiskyE | want to learn playing tennisg |
want to spend more time with my fam
ilyEANd, | actualy want to do somethingdo
helppeople Now, if | hadan offer, would | have
time even to think about all these”No, know-
ing myself,| wouldn® At least not without
someextra guiltandstressWould | hare more
meansto do all these?Well, yes, debnitey
somemoney would help Is a tenure-track po-
sition the only way to earn some decent
money?You know the ansverEabsolutely not!

| do not wantto soundpretentioushere. But |

sometimesfeel | will hare wastedmy life and
myselfif | do the samejob all the time. As the

records would suppot the fact, reseach in

this beldis not my biggestcompetitive advan

tage If | cando an OK job in reseach,| am
sure | would be much better in other belds
likeE Well, nothing comes of the top of my

head now. But IOmsure | can bnd some if |

think a little harder! Hence the secondgreat
thingaboutnot havinga job, for the rest of the

world, is that it will be sared from an awful re-

seacher like me! KiddingE What | meanis, |

will employ my other talentsfor the good of

the society thus everybody includingme will

be hgopier Even if | do not actualy add ary-

thing substantial,at least the poor people
around will be savred from a frowningfaceand
a walking-complaint.

There are also more practicalbenebtsof not

havinga job. First of all,you do not have to pay
taxes!If you are livingin Franceor Canadahis
is a big advantagd guessalthoughlessso in

the US.What elseEyou don©have to worry
about catchingthe salesseasonsinceyou do

not hae ary money to spend!But you aways
have time:for friends for writing letters,taking
a walk,readinga book, washingthe dishesor

learningaboutthe craziestthingsthat mightbe
of interest to youE ThenE |0Oncomingback
to the point about my afection for my jeans;
you do not have to dressup!You could survive

on a pair of jeansand even stay in your paja

masthe whole day, if you wanted.You do not

even hase to leae the house unlessyou want.
You do not hae a bossor director, and you

are avay from all the school politics issues.

By now everybody knows this story, i.e. the
prospectof an offer, by heatt (andprobabl is
bored to death),but here is the news:I caught
myselftoday wishingthat | would not get of-
fers from my hometown schools!l was a bit
horribed, and although | am not religious,l
quickly hoped that | would not be punished
becauseof makingnonsensewishes.l guessl
got usedto the ideaof takingmy time to try
different thingsandto hase arestfor awhile. If
| get an offer now, it will spoil all the plans!
And of course | am not seriouswhile sa/ing
this. That was the devil inside me speakingl
certainy wantto hase ajob, asa rational sen
sible person would do, but | think there are
also bright sidesof not having somethingim-
mediateyEit is thrilling to have afuture full of
surprisesE Of course only for a while, | do
not meanit forever; | will certainly start look-
ingfor ajob againE Oh, | think there is a mi-
nor detail that | should take care of brst; |
need a fund to implementthe great plansof
creating the hearen of unemplyment... But
thisis not anissueright?Because believe the
more important thing is love and peaceon
earth, and brotherhood of all people thank
you.

Your 3yingjob hunter, promisesto land very
soon,
Evrim Didem Gunes



Part VIII:
The End!
April, 2004

My planfor the end of my story wasone that
would go well with an independentmovie: an
open-ended end, something controversial
where the main character takes a train and
leares everythingbehindto start anew life and
rebelsagainsgll the rulesimposedon her life.
| wasonly tryingto decidewhichtrain to take.
However, it turned out that | am more in a
Hollywood-kind of movie, with a hgppy ending,
where the main characterbndswhatever she
waslongingfor andleases hgopily ever after! |
haze no problem with those movies;on the
contrary, if you will not hold this againsime in
the future, | must conéss that | gen like them.

At the sametime, when| seethose movies,at
Othe endO,l canDhelp asking myself what
would hgppenin a few yearstime, when the
couple in love starts getting bored of each
other.That part, they never show; you only see
the weddingandthe 3owers the bride throws.
They leare you smilingand dreamingthat you
are the one who catchesthe bouquet.But to-
day, | will not start ruminatingaboutthe future
disastersafter the hgpy-ending,- for god®
sale, no-! Today | will just enjoy the happy end
ing,andl wantto tell the story of a hgopy end
ing,a story of gettingoffers,a story of Pndinga
job.Thisis true, hard to beliese, but Pnal the
news is that Ol hee a jobO!

Here is how it all started. One day befre: |
washopelessThe entire world wasagainsime;
| wasfeelingasusefulasa pieceof garbageEl
was jobless.| made plansall night with a few
friendsabout starting a new businessye were
only undecidedbetween organizingconcelts
and openingwine stores.| was cornvincedthat
the only schoolsthat | hada chanceto getan
offer from had alreadydecidedto take some
one else Then a friend told me:O¥u will seg
everythingwill go better next weekOl thought
she was trying hard to raise my spirits. How
could she know? OEsrything® gonna be all
rightQOis just a songto combrt hopelesspeo-

ple like me, | thought. And | went to bed
dreaming about mfuture life without a job

The day: | camein to my ofbce opened my
mailbo, andrecognizedhe namethe nameof
my contactfrom my favorite schoolbackin my
country. | readthe e-mail:Someindirect mes
sagemeaningthey want to give me an offer. |
did not know whatto do. | just ran out of the
ofpce andtook a shower in the gym to recu
perate Only after then | started laughingl
could not stop laughinggwas getting an adf!

There are some thingsthat you cannot con

ceive will ever hgppento you; like when you

are a kid you cannotimagineyourselfgrowing

older and being an adult; like when you are

twenty kilos overweightyou cannotseeyour-

self wearing a bikini and looking attractive.

Getting a job had beenone of these hard-to-

imaginedor me latel. It waslike winningthe

lottery! Sol hadto repeatto myselfover and
over againall day to digestthe drastic change
in my life:Opu will have a job, you will hae a

jobOl calledup my friendto askfor the secet,

what kind of voodoo wasthis! How on earth |

could possiby get an offer, and what were we

supposedto do with our wine store plans?!
Was that true, yes it was, and wine stores
would hase to wait, becausel was gettingan

offer, because | wasogina hae a job!

| had maybe been exaggeratinghe misery of
beingunemplged, during my job seach. But
maybe not. It is true that | felt there were
great things about not having a job. But the
despairand stress of uncettainty was equaly
felt. And maybe more. So | must admit, even
though| do not hase the sameliberty of fol-
lowing the route where my heait would take
me, having a job is great. Maybe even better.
The impactof gettingan offer on you is amaz
ing.You start feeling taller, thinner, younger
smater, and richer. Well ok, | exaggeratebut
at leastone s true, you indeedbecomericher,
and the feeling of conbdencefor the future
adds a éw years to your life.

Now, the practicalside of gettingan offer and
signinghe contractis a different story. Human
beingsare strangeanimalsye bndsomething



to stressoursehes even at the best of situa

tions.We hare this incredible ability to adjust
to new conditions,once you hase an offer that

feelsgreat,once you hase the secondone that

feelseven better, but you are immediatey left

with the trouble of decidingandyou focuson

that trouble forgetting what it actualy means
compaed to not having een a single odf.

| alsorealizedthe Ripsideof Murpty®Lav was
true, asa friend pointed out to me:One things
start gettingbetter everythinggetsbetter. | got
one offer, which was enough excitement for
my silentlife;soonafter it wasfollowed by two
more. Sudlenly | was holdingthree wonderful
opportunities in my hands,and only trouble
wasto rejecttwo amongthem.l wishthis kind
of troublefor all my friends.| must sg it wasa
stressfuland painful processto choose one

betweenthe two desied options;it wasrealy
difbcultto say no andfacethe disgpointment
of the rejected school.l liked how a friend
who hadthe sameexperiencedescribedit: like
breakingup with your girlfriend.Indeedit was.
However, once you gi\e the decisionthe pain
is over, andyou feel like you are the heroine in
that happy ending.

This is a rather short version of a long story,
but | hae to stop at some point. After all
those painfulmonthsof looking for a job, pre-
paring for the job market confrence inter-
views, job talks, and waiting, waiting, waiting
without hope | got a job; moreover | got not
only an ordinaty job, but a good one. It was
like a miracle Like sunshineafter storm.Now |
am stressed as usual,but for other reasons.
But at the sametime | appreciatethis reward
so much,so much.Ewery oncein awhile | re-
mind myselfhow lucky | am and smile This is
maybe the reward of a long processof hard
work, but | think it is a lot of good luck alsa |
was very fortunate not only to hae a job at
the end,but alsoto have the great suppott of
my friends while going through this painful
processl only wish the samekind of fortune
andendfor all my fellow friendswho mightbe
still waiting for news, or who will be going
throughthe processsoon.In the meantime, |
will be preparingfor a new adwenture in my
life. Perhgps | will give more news in the fu-

ture;aboutthe boringlife andbghtsthe couple
starts having after the hgppy ending.But until
then, | will enjoy this hgppy end asmuch as|
canandthankgod for allthe good thingsin my
life.

Evrim Didem Gunes
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